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This is a concise guide to the Bernina line of the 
Rhätische Bahn in canton Graubünden in eastern 
Switzerland. Construction began in 1906 and the line 
was opened in July 1910, electrified from the outset 
at 1,000V DC. The 60.6km journey starts in St.Moritz 
(1,775m a.s.l.) and we progress south via the 2,253m 
summit at Ospizio Bernina to Tirano in Italy (429m), 
with steep adhesion-only gradients and curves as sharp 
as 45m radius. It is the highest open transalpine cross-
ing in Europe.

The route from each station to the next is described. 
Significant landscape features are described including 
mountains, glaciers, and lakes. Most of the railway 
photographs were taken in stations, but key scenic 
locations are illustrated, including Muottas Muragl, 
Morteratsch, the Bernina mountain range, Lago Nero 
and Lago Bianco, Alp Grüm, Lago Poschiavo, and the 
Brusio spiral viaduct.

Each location gets a double page spread with a 
column of text (headed by the distance from St.Moritz 
and the elevation) and a stack of three or four small 

photos on one side and two larger images on the other, 
to show off the spectacular scenery.

All of the more than a hundred photographs are 
identified by location, principal scenic features visible 
(all the mountains are identified), motive power (spe-
cifically in most cases, though usually only the lead unit 
in a consist), and date (again mostly precisely). They 
range from 2006 to as recently as August 2025, and all 
were taken in summer time – as the author notes, the 
winter scene would be entirely different. (A hint about 
a second volume, perhaps?)

Image quality is superb throughout, in terms of both 
originals and reproduction.

This would be impressive coverage if compiled from 
various sources but all the more remarkable for being 
the work of one person.

It is as much about what can be seen from the train 
as the railway itself.

The introduction includes recommendations for 
books and websites for more information.

The collection concludes with a summary of the 
motive power to be seen, from the original ABe4/4I

railcars through ABe4/4II and ABe4/4III (both now with-
drawn) to the now ubiquitous ABe8/12 Allegra units, 
not forgetting the two useful Gem4/4 electro-diesels. 
Other service stock is not covered though occasionally 
glimpsed. 

It is slightly odd that the Swiss convention of using 
superscripts in the class type has not been applied.

Those not so familiar with the line might have 
appreciated a map of the route, but an online source 
is suggested.
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Like the author’s previous publications on Swiss 
railways, this is straightforward, attractive, informative, 
well produced, and excellent value.
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As a conclusion to his series on industrial railways in 
the regions around Britain, as well as two volumes 
examining steam locomotives at work in industry round 
the world, here Gordon Edgar looks at vanishing steam 
around the world, on main and secondary railways and 
in industry, in countries including: Bosnia-Herzegovina  
(ten pages), Myanmar (Burma) (ten pages), China 
(twenty-eight pages), Cuba (six pages), Eritrea (twenty 
pages), Germany (twelve pages), Greece (mostly dere-
lict) (four pages), Java – Indonesia (ten pages), Romania 
(six pages), and Poland (sixteen pages)

This book records the author’s search for the last 
traces of everyday working steam locos, of all gauges, 
as well as featuring machines cast aside and forgotten. 
The few remaining steam operations covered have 
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Totem Publishing is an imprint of The Transport 
Treasury photographic archive specialising in short run 
photographic albums, using images from the collection 
accompanied by interesting and informative captions.

These two albums are the next to feature slides from 
noted railway photographer Peter Gray.

He visited Spain several times between 1960 and 
1968, recording the country’s railways before the 
demise of steam and the advent of modernisation.

Each collection opens with a brief biography and an 
introduction to set the scene.

Northern Spain was at the time a fascinating des-
tination for railway enthusiasts, dominated by a large 
network of metre gauge lines and countless smaller 
industrial systems on several gauges, which were 
worked by a rich variety of steam power. By the start 
of the 1960s some resembled working museums, 
operating veteran locos supplied by builders in many 
countries, including Britain, Germany, France, Belgium, 
and America, as well as Spain itself.

While the area along the north coast was metre 
gauge territory, the RENFE broad gauge did serve the 
region south of the Cantabrian mountains and reached 
the major ports and industrial centres, with a combin-
ation of vintage locos and powerful modern classes.

Peter took part in a Railway Correspondence and 
Travel Society tour of this region in May 1960.

The material is presented in nineteen sections: 
Engerths, FC Vascongados, FC de Santander a Bilbao, 
FC del Cantábrico, FC de la Orconera, FC de Solía 
a Obregón y El Astillero, FC de Castro-Urdiales a 
Traslaviña, FC de La Robla, FC Económicos de Asturias, 
FC Vasco Asturiano, FC de Langreo, Junta de Obras del 
Puerto de Gijón, El Musel, Fábrica de Mieres, Tranvía 
a Vapor de Santullano a Cabañaquinta, Hulleras 
de Turón, Hulleras de Sabero, FC de Ponferrada a 
Villablino, FC de Haro a Ezcaray, and RENFE. The 
features range from a couple of pages to the twenty 
devoted to La Robla.

Many narrow gauge lines were built in various parts 
of the country from the late 19th century, to open 
up less affluent and geographically challenging areas, 
supporting the growth of new industries, in particular 
extensive iron and coal mining operations. A remark-
able variety was still extant at the start of the 1960s, 
still largely operated by steam. Peter visited Spain 
several times, travelling widely to record many of these 
lines shortly before they were transformed by moderni-
sation or swept away entirely. By the early 1970s, many 
of the railways featured here had closed and the surviv-
ors had been changed dramatically. Peter’s photos are 
thus something of a time machine.

The book is arranged in five regional sections: the 
north-east, the Mediterranean coast, the far south, the 
north, and the centre.

In all twenty-seven lines are featured: FC Catalanes, 
FC de Olot a Gerona, FC de San Feliu de Guixols a 
Gerona, FC Cremallera de Monistrol a Monserrat 
(already inactive), FC de Onda al Grao de Castellón, 
FC de Carcagente a Dénia, FC de Alcoy a Gandia y 
Puerto de Gandia, FC de Villena a Alcoy y Yecla, FC 
Minero de Sierra Menara, FC de Buitrón a San Juan de 
Puerto, FC de Rio Tinto a Huelva, FC de Aznalcóllar al 
Rio Guadalquivir, FC de Cartagena a Los Blancos, FC 
de Santander a Bilbao, FC de Astillero a Ontaneda, FC 
del Cantábrico, FC de La Robla, FC de Amorebieta a 
Guernica y Pedernales, FC de Sestao a Galdames, FC 
de Bilbao a Lezama, Compañía Asturiana de Minas, 
FC de Ponferrada a Villablino, FC Secundarios de 
Castilla, FC de Peñarroya a Puertollano, FC de Utrillas a 
Zaragoza, and FC de Sábada a Gallur. 

There is no duplication between the two books 
– where the same line appears in each, there are dif-
ferent pictures.

A high proportion of the images are loco portraits, 
taken at stations during halts and around loco depots, 
but we are also treated to a number of wider scenic 
views.

Most of the motive power is steam, from diminutive 
0-4-0T to impressive Garratts and Mallets, but there 
are some early diesels and electrics.

Some of the journeys were as part of organised 
excursions, including notably with the RCTS, so there 
are some staged scenes and often other tour partici-
pants in view.

The pictures were taken on Kodachrome, so the 
grain is excellent and the colours have generally lasted 
well, but the relatively ‘slow’ film was great in bright 
sunshine but could be awkward in poorer light – and 
Peter was not always lucky with the weather! This 
particularly noted in northern Spain; the narrow 
gauge exploits seem to have enjoyed generally better 
conditions.

Most are presented large, one to page, with some 
instances of two smaller, one above the other. They are 
all well reproduced, a testament to the quality of the 
original slides. In our opinion a few might have had a 
little more processing to restore shadows or optimised 
the colour balance for publication. 

The captions are generally brief and to the point, 
giving location and date, and a wealth of loco infor-
mation. Having enjoyed the privilege of seeing many 
of these images at Peter’s own presentations, the only 
things missing are the accompanying anecdotes!

It appears that some trips were meticulously 
organised with a tight timetable and proceeded at 
quite a pace, though sometimes re-scheduling was 
necessary when things did not go quite to plan!

A marvellous reminder of trips to lines that were 
then not well-known to railway enthusiasts, and have 
since closed or been radically transformed by moderni-
sation. Sections of some lines have been preserved, but 
here we see them as working railways, albeit providing 
a special train.

Both collections are fitting tributes to a fine railway 
photographer and early adventurous traveller. Strongly 
recommended.

than justified. The standard of reproduction is uniform-
ly excellent, with a wide dynamic range: highlights 
sparkle but are not bleached out while shadows add 
to the mood without darkening the whole image. 
The weather is not always ideal, and there are several 
impressive night views. No details are given of the 
photographic equipment used. A handful of the pic-
tures are reproduced in monochrome for effect.

In short, a fine collection of great railway photos!
The publication is also available in Kindle, Kobo, and 

iBook electronic formats.

an uncertain future, facing commercial and political 
challenges.

The storage and disposal of redundant or worn-
out locos and stock is an overlooked subject but is 
an important aspect of railway history, deserving 
documentation and photographic attention. Subjects 
covered here include locos and stock that had already 
been taken out of regular service, either present at 
motive power depots awaiting disposal, abandoned at 
industrial installations, or simply languishing in sidings 
or yards, sometimes apparently forgotten with nature 
gradually taking its course.

In all there are 150 illustrations, presented in land-
scape format mostly one large photo per page, each 
with a lengthy and informative caption; occasionally 
there are two smaller images or a vertical. Most are 
precisely dated – in the main, they are from the last 
quarter of a century, 1999 to 2024. All are by the 
author, and some indicate considerable endurance in 
harsh winter weather.

While there are some loco ‘portraits’ and detail 
close-ups, most show the trains in context, in locations 
that were clearly carefully selected.

Most of the scenes show authentic everyday work-
ings; the few chartered specials are noted.

The images are described in the accompanying 
publicity as “stunning” and “evocative”, and we 
would agree. A larger format would have been more 

than justified. The standard of reproduction is uniform-
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The Deutsche Bundesbahn class 218 diesel-hydraulic 
locomotives can justifiably be called “legendary”. 
Whether because of their longevity – with many now 
having been in service for well over half a century, their 
timeless elegance, their versatility, their variety of dif-
ferent power units, or their colourful appearance with 
Deutsche Bundesbahn and later Deutsche Bahn AG as 
well as with many private operators. The 218 is very 
popular with both railway staff and enthusiasts.

This large format picture book includes a wealth of 
top quality photographs of these locos from their first 
days in service right through to the present.

The introduction ((four pages) includes photos of 
the inside the cab, an MTU 12 956 TB11 power unit, 
lettering being applied to orient red 218 406-7 at DB 
Regio Werk Kempten, and this loco passing through 
the depot’s washing plant. Also included are details 
regarding the twelve prototypes, 218 001-012, the ser-
ies production 218 101-499, including 218 399 which 
was constructed using parts from withdrawn 215 112, 
and the former gas turbine-equipped BR210s which 
were renumbered 218 901-908. Full details of all the 
different liveries carried by the 218s from 1968 through 
to the present day are listed.

The first chapter (fourteen pages) ‘1968: Start in 
Purpurrot’ features the class 218s in the original crim-
son red (RAL 3004) livery. 

The second chapter (twelve pages) is titled ‘1974: 
Farbversuche mit 218 217 und 218 218 sowie die neue 
Standardlackierung Ozeanblau/Beige‘ shows the ocean 
blue & beige colour scheme introduced by DB in 1974, 
initially on 218 218-6, as well as 218 217-8 which was 
finished in TEE-style crimson red & beige. 

‘1984: Das CityBahn-Design’ (six pages) presents 
those members of the class (134, 135, 137, 140, 142 

– 146, and 148) which were repainted into orange 
& pebble grey for the Köln – Gummersbach City-
Bahn services.

Chapter four is ‘1987: Das neue Produktfarbe 
Orientrot für die 218‘ (twelve pages) looks at the 
orient red (RAL 3031) livery which was intro-
duced in 1987, first on 218 286-3.

Chapter five is entitled ‘1995: Das Touristikzug-
Farbkonzept’ (six pages)  presents the locos 
decorated in the colourful ‘Touristikzug’ liv-
ery, the original two Regensburg-allocated 
machines 218 416 and 418, as well as 218 
443 of today’s DB Gebrauchtzug.

The sixth chapter ‘1997: Verkehrsrot für 
alle Lokomotiven‘ (forty two pages) dem-
onstrates the new standard traffic red 
(Verkehrsrot, RAL 3020) colour scheme 
introduced by DB AG in 1997.

The next section ‘2001: Ganzreklame 
für die Baureihe 218‘ on (six pages) 
illustrates 218s sporting special and 
advertising liveries, these being: 218 473 
sponsored jointly by the model railway company 
Märklin in Göppingen and the ESG (Eisenbahn-und 
Sonderwagen Betriebsgesellschaft) in Augsburg; Udo-
Lindenberg’s 218 212; DB Regio Bayern’s 218 467; the 
DB Fahrzeuginstandhaltung Cottbus 218 497; and DB 
Fernverkehr Werk Niebüll’s 218 341.

The penultimate chapter (ten pages) is entitled 
‘2006: Verkäufe an DB-Tochterunternehmen’ and 
documents the locos which since 2006 have passed 
from DB AG to sister companies such as Deutsche 
Bahn Gleisbau (DBG), DB-RegioNetz Kurhessenbahn 
(KHB), DB-RegioNetz Verkehr Westfrankenbahn 
(WFB), the Swiss company Heros (Helvetic Rolling 
Stock), DB InfraGO, DB Bahnbau Gruppe (formerly 
DGT), DB Fahrwegdienste, and the Mitteldeutsche 
Eisenbahngesellschaft (MEG).

The final chapter is ‘2016: Verkäufe an Dritte’ 
(twenty-six pages) and features those 218s which 
since 2016 have been sold to third parties such 
as Kübler Heavy Haul (KHR), ELBA Logistik, Die 
Eisenbahn-Betriebsgesellschaft Neckar-Schwarzwald-
Alb (NeSA), Railsystems RP, Train4Train, Eisenbahn-
Bau-und Betriebsgesellschaft Pressnitztalbahn (PRESS), 

Manuel Zimmermann Eisenbahndienstleistungen 
(MZE), Eisenbahngesellschaft Potsdam (EGP), 
now ENON Gesellschaft, Lappwaldbahn Cargo 
(LWC), AIXrail, Regio Infra Service Sachsen (RIS), 
Die Usedomer Eisenbahngesellschaft (UEG), Die 
Brohltal-Schmalspureisenbahn Betriebsgesellschaft 
(BEG), Abellio Rail Mitteldeutschland, Joseph 
Hubert Bauunternehmung (JH), Hering Bahnbau, 
Mitteldeutschland Eisenbahngesellschaft (MEG), 
Eisenbahn Service Lübbenau (ESL), BKE Eisenbahn 
Service, and Die Eisenbahn Logistik Vienenburg (ELV).

This is a very interesting and excellently produced 
publication showing these popular diesel-hydraulic 
locos at work with some 170 photos, all very well 
reproduced. It can be thoroughly recommended to all 
those interested in diesel motive power in Germany. A 
reasonable knowledge of the German language will be 
required to get the most from the text, but the huge 
variety of colour images together with livery details is 
particularly useful for the modeller.
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