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Old postcards provide a particularly rich source of infor-
mation about early French railways. Even minor lines in 
out-of-the-way places seem to have been documented 
in this way, often with seemingly everyday scenes. 
Places that were popular with visitors – such as the 
neighbouring beach resorts of Quend-Plage and Fort 
Mahon, on the Channel coast between the Somme 
and Authie rivers, and just three hours by train from 
Paris – were even more likely to have been illustrated.

Paul Webb has done a fine job in collating as many 
images as possible to tell the story of this charming 
little line.

Opened in 1898, the 60cm gauge tramway was 
a classic Decauville installation, around 13km long, 
linking the nearest main line station (on the Nord) to 
the beach, initially to Quend-Plage and later with a 
5km branch from Monchaux to Fort Mahon. It was a 
typical roadside tramway of the period, operated with 
small locomotives and characteristic baladeuse (toast-
rack) coaches. The track was removed in 1915 to assist 
the war effort but the line was re-instated from 1919 

and re-opened in 1921, and it survived until 1932 
until it succumbed to road competition, though track 
remained from a sugar beet refinery at Monchaux to 
the main line goods yard until 1945.

After the historical background and a description 
of the route, with a useful map, plus a summary of 
the motive power and rolling stock used (as far as 
the sketchy sources will allow), the images are pre-
sented large, two to a page. They have been carefully 
arranged to take us from the coast to the main line 
station, more or less. The final section looks at some of 
the locos and stock.

Not all have been scanned from original cards; most 
seem to have been sourced on line, so the resolution 
varies and in some cases the print dot screen is visible.

Most are naturally black & white (including any 
which might have been sepia), and a few have been 
(historically) coloured, plus there are a handful noted 
as early colour images.

Many of the images have the stamp, postmark, and 
even handwriting over the photo, as was the custom.

The original labels and imprint information has been 
retained, though the modern captions do not always 
tally exactly; there is no attempt to reproduce accents. 
Very few are dated, but the development of the loca-
tions can be traced over time as the structures change.

The lower photo on page 7 is incorrect; it appears 
again in the appropriate place on the top of page 48.

The work is rounded off with a short list of sources 
and references, with publications in English and French.

There is just one page of advertisements, inside the 
back cover, for some of the publisher’s other recent 
books. It has been a while since they submitted any-
thing for review, and we are pleased to see they are 

still active despite the demise of the printed version 
of Locomotives International magazine. Their range 
includes several books on overseas railways which 
would merit investigation.
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Totem Publishing is an imprint of The Transport Treasury 
photographic archive specialising in short run photo-
graphic albums, using images from the collection 
accompanied by interesting and informative captions.

When steam finished on British Railways in 1968, 
many enthusiasts looked to Europe to find railways 
still worked with steam – while there was still time. 
David Veltom was one such enthusiast, who made 
his first visit to northern Portugal in 1969 and photo-
graphed trains on four further visits up to 1975 on 
both the broad and metre gauge lines around Porto. 
He recorded many different classes of locos at stations 
large and small, in depots, and out on the line in some 
spectacular scenery.

This collection opens with a brief biography and an 
introduction. Oddly this page is repeated, but there 
is no contents page. There is, however, a useful map 
showing the lines and the places featured.

The photos are sensibly presented according to loca-
tion, combining views from the different visits.

The sections are:
– the Dão line to Viseu (3 pages)
– the Vouga Valley line from Espinho to Sernada and 
thence either Viseu or Aveiro (8 pages)
– the Tua line to Bragaça (12 pages)
– the Tamega line from Livração to Amarante and Arco 
de Baúlhe (3 pages)
– the Sabor line from Pocinho to Duas Igrejas-Miranda 
(4 pages)

– the Corgo line from Régua to Chaves (8 pages)
– the Porto system, to Póvoa de Varzim and to 
Famalicão (4 pages)
– the line from Trofa to Guimarães and Fafa (5 pages)
– the broad gauge Minho line, Porto São Bento to 
Moncão and the Braga branch (12 pages)
– the broad gauge Douro valley line to Barca d’Alva 
(21 pages)
– the broad gauge line from Contumil to Leixões (1 
page)
– and Régua shed (1 page) with its mixed gauge 
turntable.

Note that the metre gauge branches off the Douro 
valley are not in order, and the longest lines do not 
necessarily get the most coverage.

All the images are previously unpublished.
A high proportion are loco portraits, taken at sta-

tions during halts and around loco depots, but we are 
also treated to a number of wider views of complete 
trains, often in attractive scenery, and sometimes taken 
from the train.

The motive power is exclusively steam, generally 
kept in excellent condition.

Some of the journeys (in 1973, 1974, and 1975) 
were as part of excursions organised by the Locomotive 
Club of Great Britain (LCGB), so there are some staged 
run-pasts and sometimes other tour participants in 
view.

The picture quality is very good: the colours have 
generally lasted well. David was luckier with the 
weather than some visitors to this area, but there are 
some darker images – as well as one or two slightly 
over-exposed. They are all well reproduced, evidence 
of the quality of the originals. 

Most are presented large, one to a page, with some 
instances of two or three smaller. 

The smaller pictures on around a dozen pages could 
have been reproduced larger; the book is only 88 
pages compared to the usual 96 for this style of album 
from Totem. While twelve extra pages to accommo-
date everything might have exceeded a convenient 

count, the eight available with the limit could have 
been well used.

The captions are lengthy, packed with background 
information as well specific details of the particular 
image; most are dated, usually specifically. Some seem 
to have been compiled in sections and some minor 
revision might have been beneficial to achieve an 
easier read. 

David Veltom died in 2023 so was not available to 
assist with the text beyond his original records and 
notes, and John March has done a good job in collating 
data from authoritative published sources, not least 
Narrow Gauge Railways of Portugal by W.J.K.Davies, a 
book which grew from a series of articles in CM over 
thirty years ago!

We are delighted to see The Transport Treasury mak-
ing European pictures available to a wider audience, 
and look forward to more in a similar form. We hope 
they have access to more from David Veltom’s other 
overseas travels.
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In the course of two road trips to America with friends 
in 2006 and 2007, Dave Hewitt – already a railway 
enthusiast – became aware of the appeal of American 
railroads, though these had not been the prime pur-
pose of those initial visits. He quickly switched from 
tourist to train and trackside photographer and subse-
quently, travelling solo, and with the added benefit of 
a sister in Vancouver, he has since made many trips to 
the United States and Canada, taking in thirty-five of 
the fifty US states.

In this book he shares images from a wide variety of 
steam and heritage railway sites and museums across 
the continent. These pages document his journey 
from the deserts of Utah to the magnificence of the 
Canadian Rockies, from the green fields of Wisconsin 
to the towering Giant Redwoods of California.

The sub-title is slightly misleading as this is not the 
account of one tour, nor is it presented in the form of 
a suggested itinerary.

There are seventeen chapters:
The Skunk Train (California Western RR) (4 pages)
Roaring Camp & Big Trees RR (3 pages)
Golden Spike (3 pages)

also, the best known do not necessarily get the most 
coverage. But it is a commendable effort, entertainingly 
covering a lot of ground in a slim volume.

It should appeal to all those with an interest in herit-
age railways in North America.

The publication is also available in Kindle, Kobo, and 
iBook electronic formats.

In the course of his extensive travels in search of 
heritage sites, Dave Hewitt did not ignore the modern 
American railroad scene. The results of his explorations 
form the subject of another album from Amberley.

Black Hills Central RR (the 1880 train) (5 pages)
Washington State steam railroads – Mount Rainier 

Scenic RR and Chehalis – Centralia RR (9 pages)
Union Pacific roundhouse, Cheyenne (6 pages)
Lake Superior railroad museum (4 pages)
Durango & Silverton (8 pages)
Essex Steam Railway (4 pages)
Grand Canyon RR (5 pages)
Royal Gorge route (5 pages)
Cripple Creek & Victor RR (5 pages)
Cumbres & Toltec (5 pages)
Georgetown loop (7 pages)
Colorado railroad museum (7 pages)
Sumpter Valley RR (6 pages)
and finally a one-off – a chance sighting of Nickel 

Plate 4-8-4 #761 on a main line special. 
The photos are mainly presented two, sometimes 

three, to a page. The quality is uniformly good. There 
is no mention of the equipment used but we presume 
all were taken on a digital camera.

All are previously unpublished. While steam pre-
dominates, veteran classic diesels also feature.

Many of the views are inevitably at depots and yards, 
or in museums, but a good proportion were taken out 
along the line – where the generally short heritage and 
tourist lines allow this.

Alongside each image is a succinct but informative 
caption, though none are dated.

Each chapter has a more-or-less brief text intro-
duction which provides background information and 
personal travel anecdotes but not the date of the visit 
(or visits).

Overall, this is a bit of a whistle-stop tour – many 
of these locations would have merited more space; 
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There are landscapes in Germany that impress at first 
glance. The Elbe Valley between Pirna and Schöna 
and across the border into the Czech Republic is one 
of them. Water and wind has shaped this unique 
landscape known as the Sächsische Schweiz (Saxon 
Switzerland) with its large and small cliffs, deep gorges, 
and bizarre rock formations. 

Following the course of the Elbe, the railway 
between Dresden and Decin opened in 1851 and 
developed to become one of the most important routes 
for international traffic from north to south in north-
west Europe. This EK Special takes you on a journey 
into and through the Elbe Valley in which its history, 
and of course its railway, are thoroughly examined with 
a wealth of information including oer 180 illustrations.

The first chapter ‘Das Elbsandsteingebirge – Eine 
kleine Geologie- und Kulturgeschichte’ (eight pages) 
looks at the sandstone geology and cultural history of 
the region.

The second chapter ‘Immer am Fluss entlang – Bau 
und Entwicklung der Elbtal-Linie‘ (eighteen pages) 
features an extract from a 1913 map of the Dresden 
– Bodenbach line as part of the description of the 
building  of the railway through the valley, with a table 
from 1910 showing the dates stations opened between 
1848 and 1851.

The third chapter is titled ‘Mit und ohne großen 
Namen – Internationale Schnellzüge im Elbtal‘ (twenty 
pages) and takes a detailed look at the named and 
unnamed express trains along the Elbe Valley from 
6th April 1851 up to the present day. An extract from 

language will be required to get the best from it, the 
abundance of photographs makes it relatively easy to 
follow. 

A number of advertisements for other Eisenbahn 
Kurier Verlag books and products are included, includ-
ing 2026 calendars.

the 1986/87 timetable for the route Berlin/Leipzig – 
Dresden – Prague – Bratislava shows there were still 
thirteen named trains.

In the fourth chapter, ‘Vorort- und Wendezüge – Der 
Nahverkehr im Elbtal’ (two pages) local passenger servi-
ces in the Elbe Valley are illustrated,

The fifth chapter ‘Elektrisch bis zur Grenze‘ (four 
pages) gives details regarding the electrification of 
the line between Dresden and the border at Schönau, 
completed on 29th May 1976.

The sixth chapter (two pages) is ‘Erst keiner, dann 
Grenzbahnhof: (Bad) Schandau’ and looks at the 
history and development of the border station at Bad 
Schandau.

Chapter seven (eight pages) is ‘Schmalspurbahnen 
mit Superlativen – Die Schwarzbachbahn Hohnstein 
– Kohlmühle‘ and takes a detailed look at the only 
750mm gauge in Sächsische Schweiz. It was closed 
in 1951 but a growing section has been re-opened in 
recent years by the Schwarzbachbahn e.V. An extract 
from a timetable dated 1947 is also included.

Chapter eight, ‘In das Tal der Gottleubau – Die 
Nebenbahnen Pirna – Gottleubau/Großcotta‘ (eight)
pages explores these branch lines with a map of 
the area dated 1913 and extracts from the summer 
1941 and winter 1969/70 timetables, and the Soviet-
controlled zone for summer 1947.

The ninth and penultimate section, ‘Alle Sorgen 
getrotzt – Die Kirnitzschtalbahn’ (ten pages) tells the 
story of the electrified metre gauge line from Bad 
Schandau to the Lichtenhainer Wasserfall, opened in 
1898, with maps showing stations along the 7.9km 
route.

The final chapter, ‘Mit Kette, Dampf und Diesel – Der 
Schiffsverkehr im Elbtal‘ (ten pages), takes a look at the 
history of shipping along the Elbe Valley, both freight 
and passenger.

This is another excellent publication in the 
Eisenbahn-Kurier Special series on an important and 
busy rail route, and it can be thoroughly recom-
mended. Although a good knowledge of the German 


